DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
sentative, but the principle of hereditary monarchy is not acceptable to the Fascist leadership.
"It appears to me that the religion and Church of Mussolini's childhood played a stronger part in shaping him than abstract political doctrines did in later life. In explaining the political programme, this factor is forgotten; and that is a great mistake. The views which are accepted in childhood from teachers whom one likes and parents whom one loves have a very strong influence because of their intimate character, because they are practised in daily life, and because they give decisive solutions of the most important problems of life and impress themselves on the mind as something that belongs to the ordinary course of things. Theological absolutism becomes political absolutism. The infallibility of the Church in its teachings, as a divine institution, is transformed into the infallibility of the State and Nation, as divine institutions. Fascism appropriates the externals of Catholicism, its symbolism, its uniform organisation, the infallible authority of its Supreme Head,
"Fascism acknowledges and supports religion, especially the Catholic religion; but this has only a tactical significance, because Fascism wishes to
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